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Localitv:- Jjanta.
Title:- Drinking Scene. P’ulakesin 11 received
Embassy from Persia about 630 A.D.
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Locality:- Delhi Fort {Painting:
Title:- Prince Damyal and his wife i their tvpi-
cal dress, tPainting exhibited in the Archaeolo-
gical Museum, Red TFort, Delhi)
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Locality:- Khuldabad. Title:- Aurangzeb’s Tomb. Front view of the mortuary
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Locality:- Benaras.
Title:- A view of Ganga Ghat, Denaras
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Localityv:- Jaipur Museum (Painting).

Title:- Sant Tulsidas, Author of the Ramayvan.
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Locality:- Jaipur Museun, Rajasthan.
Title:- Lord Krishna playing on his {lute.
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Localitvi- Agra.

Title:- The Taj. Front view from Scuth N\gra.
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I.ocality:- Sanchi.

Title:- A medallion {Ashoka's Chakr) on Stupa
No. 2, Sanchi, Bhopal.
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Locality:- PPandua, Dt Malda, West Deneal.

Title:- Front view of Adina Moz ue {a fine specimen of Architec-
ture) build by Sikander Shah Ist (1353-33 A1), Father
of Ghivas-ud-Din of Dengal.
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IN REMEMBRANCE OF INDIA

IX

*“O Hafiz, be not heedless of the Court of Sultan
Ghivathu'd-Din”

For the Holy Spirit, Gabriel, 1s applauding thy
fresh verses in honour of that Court.

. Through the verses of “Hahz", The Tongue of

the Unseen”, that celebrated King
Has acquired immortal fame.

3 When India’s King (Mahmud Shah Bahmani)

became a devotee of Khwajah Hatz of Shiraz,
The reputation of his glorv extended from the
Deccan to China.

Twotold is the ancient common heritage of Iran
and India

The one 1s their literature; the other, their
philosophy.

5. O Hekmat, cease not to remember India and to

pine for its fair ones
“For by thy lamentations, the affairs will prosper.”
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14 IN REMEMBRANCE OF INDIA

VIl

31. ‘Be not like Samiri' who was lured by gold with
his assinity:”
Be the Brahmin who seeks the path of Truth
through the cow.

32. In the lines of the ‘““Bhagavad-Gita”-lie for the
sage
The hidden secrets of the world relating to men
and fairies.

(FN)
LO})

. The process of Creation, (Preservation of) Life
and Death
Are svmbolized in Brahma, Vishnu and Shiva,
if thou dost see.

34. Stretch thy hand towards the treasures of the
Upanishads® and the Rig-Veda
And gather for thyself the pearls of mystery.

35. Be a devotee of knowledge for, in his ignorance,
the Jew (Samiri)
“Let go Moses and went in pursuit of the ‘gold-
en’ calf.”
1. The sorcerer Samiri took up the dust of Gabriel's path and cast it into
‘the inside of a golden calf, Whereupon the calf became alive and gave

voice. Through this calf many became road-lost.

2. Schopenhauer refers to the Upanishads as “that incomparable book......
the solace of my life, the solace of my death.’*
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VIII

36. “From the king's garden the spring-wind is
blowing.”
See the beauty of Taj Mahal in the full moonlight.

37. The meadow has spread the carpet of delight in
Nishat Bagh;
The zephyr holds its court in the Shalimar
Garden.

38. Study the inscriptions of Asoka, for his wheel
Was the wheeling sky, while the globe was the
parade-ground for his troops.

39. See the frescoes' of Ajanta and the ambassadors
Coming from the Aiwan of Khusraw (Parwiz) to
the Darbar-Hall of King  (Pulakesin II).

40. Because of separation from India, tears of blood
How from the eves
“And the dew-drops settle like wine in the cup of
the anemone.”

1. The return-embassy to the Deccan from Sassanian Persia took. place in
626 A.D., and a painting thereof is in the Ajanta frescoes.
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IN REMEMBRANCE OF INDIA

A\

“In the path of poetry behold how space and
time are traversed!"
How the soul inhales musk from the pure soil of

poetry!

Fill the heart with the pearls of the Ramavana

presented in prose:
Covet prose for a while and for a while covet

poetry.

. The verses of Tulsidas and the poems of Kalidas

are two seas
Wherein rhymed pearls of deep thought lie
concealed.

And the Quintet of “Amir Khusraw'™ are five
bottles of amethystine wine

Poured like melted rubies into the cornelian cup
of poetry, to exhilarate the soul.

. This new-born babe of my heart is like the full

moon;
““This infant, though but one night old, is going
on a year's journey to Bengal.”

1. Amir Khusraw wrote his Five Mathnawis (the Khamsa) in imitation of

Nizamis. He died in 1324 A.D.
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VI

“Swerve not from the path because of the bland-
ishments of the world, for this hag”

Struck by the sword of Krishna' is bleeding till
today.

. Due to the festival of Holi, the surface of the

earth is full of decoration....
Wherefore it has a red face, a vellow forehead
and a charming look.

The entire world by the august luck of Rama
and the jubilations of Diwali

Is shining like the sun; and the dark night (with
illuminations) is bright as the dav.

. Traverse the path of love like the Hindu woman;

Srcrifice thy life; give thy body to the flames.’

Do not be unmindful, for the agent of colonialism
in the East
“Sits like a cheat and goes like a bawd.”

. The exploits of Krishna as a warrior are preserved in the Bhagavad-

Purana.
The widow who is burnt alive with her deceased husband's bocy is
called “sati’'’; and the ceremony is “jawhar.™"
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IN REMEMBRANCE OF INDIA

I

“Behold those saint-seducing magical eyes!”
With her black tresses, behold how impatient
are our hearts.

In the garden of the world, India is a lovely rose-
bush:;

And so behold a hundred nightingales pouring
out their songs around her!

Adam renounced Paradise® for the sake of India;
With his feet, her soil hath gained fragrance and
perfume.

Seck the favour® of Akbar and read his A'in
(-1-Akbar);

Open vour eves and look at the tomb of Aw-
rangzeb.,

Behold the magic in the records of two cen-
turies;

“And how in their wake this caravan of sorcerv
is proceeding.”

1. Thereisa pun on “bihisht”’ which cannot be reproduced in English.

2. There is a pun on “favzi’’ which means grace and wasthe name of

Akbar's poct-laurcate.
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IN REMEMBRANCE OF INDIA 11

IV

“All the parrots of India will become sugar-
breakers”
If the caravan of India proceeds from Iran.

. The inner secrets of India get disclosed;

When Al-Biruni' takes the pen and writes the
Indica.

Where i1s Ruzbih that he may bring his Kalilah
(wa Dimnah)
Before men of letters as a gift from India?

Practise skill; for the chess of excellence
The Persian minister Barzoes® is bringing from
the Brahmins of India.

From Banaras did that beloved come to Persia;
“And now it is the Persian sugar on its wayv to
Bengal."”

. Al-Biruni, 973-1048 A.D., is the author of the celebrated Book on India

(Kitabu'l-Hind).
The game of chess came from India to Sassanian Persia and was brought
by Barzoes.
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. “O cup-bearer, the tale of the Cypress and the

Rose and the Anemone is being related;”
And plaintive chants are issuing from the throats
of nightingales.

. The vernal breeze is blowing towards Bharat ;

And laden with gems of dew-dreps are the
hields of Bihar.

. From the earth of Agra the wind is stirring up

the fire of Moses;
The Ganges 1sthe water of immortality and is
flowing towards Bengal.

With the bloods of Rajput vouths the earth is
rose-red;

The ficlds and waste-lands are becoming beds
of tulips.

. The land of India is smiling with the waters of

the Jamna, Ganges and the Indus....
“This is the discussion proceeding with the
Three Body-Washers."
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6. “Give me the bowlof wine for the new bride of the

meadow hath reached beauty’s perfection;”

The hand of the sun hath woven on her a gold-
embroidered sari.

. For her bracelets and anklets the bride-dresser
of existence

Could not find better ornaments than the Moon
and Jupiter.

Ny

8. With her black mole and her enchanting eve-
brows, thou wouldst sav
Venus and two Crescents have suddenly appear-
ed on the horizen.

9. To form the bridal veil for her gracetul stature
The rose hath unveiled and emerged from sec-
lusion.

10. The bridegroom of Nature is displaving his
beauty 1n the bridal apartment;

“There is no need now for the skill of the
middle-man.”



Foreword
by Prof. Hadi Hasan

To lovers of Indo-Persian cultural relations, two poems of
the great Hafiz entitled “The Tongue of the Unseen” and “The
Interpreter of Mysteries” are special significance, for one of
them is addressed to Sultan Ghivathu'd-Din. son of Sulian
Sikandar who ruled in Bengal from 1366 to 1373 A.D.. and the
other contains an apology made to Mahmud Shah Bahmani,
ruler of the Deccan from 1373 to 1396, for not visiting his court.
The sorrow of the sea secmed lightened by hope of gain
But I was wrong: the danger of a single Wave outiceighs
the value of hundred pearls.

This Iyrie ends with “arzad™ and caught the faney of the Em-
peror Humayun who has imitated it in one of his own lyries.

As for the second poem. anticipating no recovery from his
illness, Sultan Ghivathu'd-Din had his body washed by ihree
handmaidens known as the Cypress, Rose and Anemone, But
the Sultan actually recovered as a result of the bath and while
he honoured the handmaidens. jealous rivals called them “*Body-
Washers™. When this taunt was reported to the Sultan he utter-
ed the hemistich.

“O cup-bearer, the tale of Cxpress and the

Rose and the Anemone is being related.”
But neither lLie nor his court-poets could complete it. So an
appeal was made to Hafiz who not only completed the couplet
but extended it overnight into a Iyric of ten couplets and sent it
as a gift for the Sultan, And now another great poet and think-
er of Iran, equally fond of India and chaste in expression, H.E,

6



Dr, Ali Asghar Hekmat, has extended that lyric by the art of
“insertion” into 45 couplets. It is not easy to match the verses
of great masters of poetry: Bahar has done so with a lyri¢ of
Sa'di’s and Danish with Khagani’s ode on Ctesiphon (Mada'in).

So much for the historical background of H. E. Dr,
Hekmat’s magnificent poem. He speaks of the chivalry of Rajpu.-
tana, the fidelity of the Sati, the colour of Holi, the lights of
Diwali, a Biruni's book on India. and Ruzbih’s translation of the
Panchatantra brought to Persia, together with the game of
chess. The music of Hekmat’s poetry and his delicate play on
words cannot be retained in a translation, but charming is the
tribute paid to the Ramayana. the Bhagavad-Gita, the Upani-
shads and to the Khamsah of Amir Khusraw. the “A'in” of
Akbar's minister, Abu’l-Fazl and to the work of Tulsidas and
Kalidas. Hekmat sees only beauty in India. because he himself
is noble and refined and a true representative of the great
Iranian people.
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eminent scholars of India. The terms have mostly been used
metaphorically or in the form of a pun. Several points concerning
the Indo-Persian literature have also been dealt with in the poem.
Lastly, the poem points to the ties that beund Hafiz to India.
At the end, the poet states that both India and Iran have acquir-
ed very ancient legacies, viz., Poetry and Philosephy, which
mark their chief intellectual characteristics.

From the point of view of composition, the poet has tried
to adhere to the principles of Rhetorics and Prosedy. However,
he has introduced a virgin styvle so far as the originality of thought
and expression are concerned. This style has no precedent.

This humble poem, being a small contribution of the writer
to the Indo-Persian literature, is being presented to the great
scholar-Minister of India, Maulana Abul Kalam Azad. Consi-
dering his eminence and nobility of disposition, it is an insigni-
ficant gift indeed.

I think it is my pleasing duty here to thank heartily the
eminent scholar and my dear friend, Professor Hadi Hasan of
Aligarh University who, with his artistic and able pen honour-
ed this humble work and exquisitely translated it into English
and Urdu.

This humble poem, being a small contribution of the
writer to Indo-Persian literature, is being dedicated to the
great Nation of India, which has for so many centuries been
in close spiritual harmony with Iran.

Sagm et Fap afT e o Lo B celaa 3l Al o2
cowes I e shamed by my poor merchandise but if is a well
uown fuct that in a big city market there are glass

merchants and jewellers both,” — Saa'di

New Delhi,
October, 1955. A. A. Hekmat



